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Its bishops were princes, its abbots great
lords. And the protection of sanctuary, the
power of mortmain, were defended by
*4 excommunication "which cut off assailants
from holy things, or by u interdict," which
deprived a whole country of religious
observances. These were strong but often
necessary measures. Yet the kings and
nobles who had enriched the Church took
away with one hand what they gave with
the other. They made of their children,
legitimate or illegitimate, " spiritual persons "
enjoying the privileges of clerics; thrust
them into well-endowed sees; and created .
the enormous scandal of boy-bishops and
even boy-Popes. A mailclad hierarchy turned
the crozier into a sword. Meanwhile, Charle-
magne's descendants broke up and lost
his wide Empire. The Papacy fell -into
unspeakable degradation. It was exploited
during eighty-two years by the House of
Theophylact (882-964). There comes a ray
of troubled sunshine when the German
Otho I. appears as a " tenth-century Charle-
magne." At the sad millennium after Christ
we admire and pity the swiftly-passllig,
gracious figures of Otho III. and Silvester II.
Otho, was made to be the soldier of the Cross,